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chief execurive afficer

Ongoing rejig at Evraz NA
lands 2 execs promotions

LOS ANGELES — Byraz Inc. Marth America has promoited
Jennifer Murmay to the pew post of senion viee president of
organization and charge managemert. the lapest move in
a corporaie realignment made by the steel producer’s nes

Murmenz who wes previoushy vice president of adminis-
iration. w il work with other recently appointed execuinees

Tha new crganizational
structure leaves Evraz,
'wall positionad to taka
advantage of improving
rmarket conditions in
Marth America.’

—Mike Fehwirke=|, Evaz

phy <hain

Frark Hafkch

est products industry evecutive who earlier this year was
named o sucoeed now-retired president apd chief exeos-
ive officer James E Dedusin ai the Porland Ore-based
producer of plate. coil mubular and long products. The re-
alignment included an opemrional reorganizarion resu ling
in the formation of sepamte Flat Products. Tubular Produea
and Longs Froducts groups (AR April 23]

Scort Moniress apd Eob Simon were promoted 1o exeos-
thve vice presidenis. it charge of the Flat and tubaalar preduoa
groups, respectivehy. while George Schleining, vice president
and general manager of the Bvroe Bocky Mouniain Sreel
unit in Puebla, Calo. sversees long produds.

In sddition. Evrae has also pamed Mile Garcia, a formoer
Gerdan Ameristeel Corp and Alcoa Inc. execurive, o the
new poet of senior vice president of manufacuring and sup-

The new organizational structure leaves Byraz, which has
an anmual mpaciny of & milion fors, “well positioned 1o
take advantage of improving market condifions in North
Americal Relnvinkel said this week

of Berz. the Norh Ameri-
can arm of Bussia’'s Ferz
Greup 54, 1o facil date the
company s svalution inta
a commercially driven, oo-
beshre enterprise with ful by
aligeed  busipess  func-
tions” the compamy said
Mumay's appointment i
part of a “tmmEformation
projea” intiated by Mike
Eelnwinkel a former for-

hakchE&amm.com

China ferrochrome smelters shut

SHANGHAL China— Chi-
nas ferrochrome smelters
have rapidly  shur down
this month amid higher
power costs @nd plunging
prices, with nearly 60 per-
cent in the production base
af Hunan province closed

Spot market high-carbon
ferrochrome  prices  have
fallen to 8500 to G0
vuan ($1.242 to §1L15T)
per tonne delivered duty
paid down as much as 11
percent from early Moy

Meams hile. ourpur cosis
had already risen to B 500
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yuan [$1.245] per tonne
before power tariffs  in-
creased June 1. a trader in
Mingho, Fhejiang province
said

“The country lifted elec-
tricity fees for ferrochrome
producers by 01 ta Q15
vuan this month For high-
carbon  ferrochrome  pro-
ducers, it means a 400 1o
e00-yuan [F59 1o FBE) cost
increase” he said adding
that mary  Ferrochrome-
producing customers  in
Henan, Hunan and Gansu
have shut their smehers

Supreme Courf rules for steel distributor

CHICAGD — The LS Su-
preme Court has naled in fa-
var of Hew Process Seel LR
avertarning @ Mational La-
bor Eelations Board (NLEE)
mling thar compelled the
Hogton-bagsed compamy o
honor a 2007 labor agree-
ment with the International
Assaciation of Machinits

The fat-rolled sieel dis-
tributor.  processor and
manufacturer  argued soe-
cessfully thar boand deci-
siors—or amy panel- making
decigsions to be heard by the
board—are imvalid withour
a congressionally mandat-
ed quormm of three boand
members

New Process had argued
at the appellate court Jevel
thar the 20T labor pact
wasn't wanted by a major-
ity of workers at its Butler
Ind. facilicy and didn’t re-
cefye a majority wole to
ratify it The L5 Court of
Appeak for the Tih Circuit
affirmed the MLER's deci-
sion, but the Supreme Court
his now remanded the case
bk to the appellate coumn
for revies

“We won” according 1
Mew FProcess Steels  ar-
tomey, Sheldon E Richie
of Richie & Gueringer PC
Justice John Stevens who
wrote the majority  opin-
ion. " Followed strict statu-
tory  language [that re-
quires] three members jon
the board) ar all times Ay
panel o which the board
delegated  anthority  also
had to hawve three mem-
beers, so when [membership)
fell from three to mwo, both
lost the authority to make
decisions, rendering all the
decisions  from  January
2008 to March 2010 when
President Obama made o
recess appoiniments to the
board, woid”

The impact could be huge
for oiber companies subject
to decisiors handed dwn
by the FILER w ithout ihe re-
quired quorum, Eichie said
“For Hew Prooess Steel. it
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now hes the opportunicy
to have its case beard by a
fulty composed board and
get full adjudication and
discussion, prhich becomes)
available when you have
dissenting vaices” Althaugh
the two-member board was
made up of cne Eepublican
and ope Democrai, Richie
said the members were com-
pelled o issue unanimous
decisions “in order to keep
the board funcricning, with

“Wa won.”
—Mew Prooess Seel atomey
Sheldan E.Richi=

each having to compromise
their frue views on issues
thai came before them”

Eichie and labor low -
pert Allen Gross of Mickell
Silberberg B Enupp LLE
Las Angeles, said the NLER
rendered G040 decisions dur-
ing the two-plus years i
hiad no quorum bur Gross
believes that cnly &0 to 70
cases—those thar filked a le-
gal challenge against NLER
decisions based on the quo-
rum argumeni—are likehy to
e overmrned

“Clearly the cases where
the beard's authority was
challenged and they are in
the couns. and the [lover
court) decisions were con-
trary toowhat the Supreme
Court keld, appellate conr
decisions are now meversed”
Groess said Thursday. und
its clear that those board
decisions will be vaid”

In additicn, other compa-
nies thar had sued bur had
nod brought their cases to
the higher courts still have
time to legally challenge
board decksions he said and
there is “no question tha
those deckions will be va-
caped” and at the very least
many decisions that were
tsed  but haven't been
challenged in court will no
longer be seen @ binding
“As a pure legal marter. they
[NIEER decisions] hewe no

K e s wvigkbidion ol SEM rreasiohd b phoivearad et bagks= i ndist

binding precedential effect
right noss”

But Gross said bewoul dm't
necessanly advise emplay-
ers to seek legal challenges
Pecanse board membership
increased o four in March
with members tipping to-
ward pro-labor views, “you
conld ga through the entire
legal process again and end
up with the same deciion
yoi1 hiad in the frst place”

The frve-io-four decision
authored by Justice Stevens
concluded: “We are not
irsensitive 1o the board's
understandable  desire 1o
keep its doors open despipe
vacancies. Mor are we un-
aware of the costs that de-
lay imposes on the litigants
IF Congress wishes to allow
ihe board to decide cases
with cnly two members, i
can easihy do so. But until i
does, Congress’ deciion to
require that the board's full
power be delegaied to no
fewer than three members
and to provide for a board
quorum of three. muost be
given practical =ffect mher
than be swept aside in ihe
face of admittedhly difficoh
circumstances”

Stevers” opinion provided
an  entertaining  analogy:
“[The stanie] does pot au-
thorize the board to create a
tail that would not only wag
the dog. but would continue
1o wag afver the dog died”

Far Hew Process Steel
“the Supreme Court deci-
siom confirms thar nariomal
laksr lane must be faidy ap-
plied to provect the rights of
labor apd management” ihe
company said “Fven small
employers like New Process
Steel have recourse 1o ihe
conrts when their rights are
ignored”

Mew FProcess must now
walt until the case & re-
viewed by the Trth Circoi
appellate court. whidh could
remand it back to the N1ER
Richie said
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